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ters of Religion I ſhould be dine gad hy the 
Authority of any, aud what Church? 
And before I come to draw it out into thoſe parti- 
fcular Queſtions; which I take to be contained with- 
| ſin this general one; I think it proper, both to explain 
flthe Terms of it, and alſo to intermix ſome Prelimi- 
nary Conſiderations, with ſuch Expli cation 
If I can fully and fairly ſhew what it is that Godin 
this Caſe requires from me, I ſuppoſe I may conclude 
that he requires juſt the ſame from every other Man, as, 
far as his Capacity and Circumſtances agree with mine. 
God may require a thing from me, either immedi- 
ately and expreflys of more remotely and by Conſe- 
„ , quence ? 
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5 — But that which he 10 way requires from me 
I&hink ought not to be required by Man, I mean! 
| Matters of es as J of which alone I am now ſpeak 


| T here: are but two ways, chat I can find, of Kno 
ig on diſcovering what it is that God requires fror 
me; that is to ſay, by Reaſon, or Revelation. If m 
Reaſon aſſures me that it is God's Will that I ſhoul 


do this or that thing; or if he has any way Reveal 
his Wilt to the ſame purpoſe ; in either of theſe Cal 


I readily own that God requires the doing of thatfam 
thing from me: But if, upon the beſt and utmoſt En 
quiry that I can make, 1 find no manner of Reaſon t 
37 that God requires any ſuch thing from me 


any Intimation of his revealed Will to the ſam 
: Abe, F.think I may be well aſſured that he dot 
not require it from me at all. 

All Matters of Religion are to be reduced to thel 
two general Heads, namely, Doctrine to be believe 
and Duties to be practiſed. How far therefore th 
Authority of any Edu is to be my Rule in each 
theſe things, — diſtinctly be enquired into. An 


becauſe the Truth and Obligation of the Chriſtian Re 


ligion-is in a very great Meaſure ſupported by the Ce 
tainty of ſome Matters of Fact which have come 
paſs, it will be neceſſary alſo to conſider how far m 
Aſſent to the Truth of theſe ſame Matters of Fact 
to be grounded upon the ſame Authority. 

The Word Church, as it is uſed amongſt Chriſtia 
always ſignifies a number of Perſons joined together 
the Profeſſion of that Faith and Religion which 7e/ 
Chrift has made ordinarily. neceſſary to eternal Salv 
tion. Sometimes it denotes all ſuch Chriſtians as eve 
have been from the firſt Preaching of the Goſpel un 


we preſent Time; and then it is called the Univer/4 - 


Church of all Ages. Sometimes it is put to fignify 1 
ſuch Chriſtians as are, or were, at ſuch a particul 
time upon the Face of the Earth: And then i it is _ 
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thority a his ſo doing. Thus it is commonly allow. 


(5) 


it is (oetihG taken in 1 more NAU 
ification, for all ſuch Chriſtians as are of this or 


From 


And laſtly, 
Sign 
that particular Nation, Place, or Country: 
which ſame Country, Place, or Nation, it alſo re- 
ceives its particular Denomination; as the Church of 


England, the Gallican Church, &c. Nor have I any 
occaſion here ro enquire, how far, or whether at all, 


Hereticks, or Schiſmaticks, are to be reckoned as Mem- 
bers of the Church. 


There are two other Signillention- of the Word 


Church, which J think I ought not to omir. Allthoſe 
Chriſtians who live i in Subjection to, or hold Commu- 
nion with, the Pope, or Biſhop of Rome, taken alto- 
gether, are commonly called the Church of Rome. And 


when any number of Men are legally afſembled, and 


ſufficiently authorized to tranſact or ſettle Matters of 
Religion for any Church, of what Denomination ſo- 
ever ; this Aſſembly (uſually alſo called a Council,” or 
Synod) is frequently ſtyled the Church Repreſentative. 
Other Significations there. are, * or may be, of the 
Word Church: But I do not foreſee Hint I ſhall have 
any occaſion to make uſe of them in this Diſcourſe, 
and therefore I forbear to make mention of them. 

As to the Word Authority, it will be enough for 
my preſent Purpoſe to take notice, that it is ordina- 
rily and properly made uſe of upon theſe tour follow- 
ing Occaſions. _ 

Firſt, If a Man be ſuſpeRted of Falfi fientioins for re- 
y lating a Hiſtory, or Matter of Fact, otherwiſe than 
fome think it really to be; he may well anſwer, that he 
has good Authority for what he ſays, in caſe he can 
vouch the Teſtimony of ſufficient Witneſſes, or cre- 
dible and CIT A for the ＋ mine or his 
Relation. 


Secondly, If a Man be <ueſtionedy why; or for what 


reaſon, he did, or does, ſuch or ſuch a thing; he may 
in many Caſes juſtify himſelf, by ſaying that the con- 
ſtant Fractice of ſuch or ſuch Men is a ſufficient Au- 
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(5). 
ed as good Vindication for a Phyſicians managing his 
Patient after this or that manner, if he can ſhe that 
this has been the general Practice of thoſe who were 
eminent in that Profeſſion, whenever the Symptoms 
eee were the ſame : as now they appear 
n 

Thirdly, When a Man declares his Judgment or 
Opinion touching any Point which comes under De- 
bate; it is not unuſual for him to give this as his Rea- 
ſon, that the ſame has been the Opinion and Judgment 
of ſuch Perſons as are a ſufficient Authority to him, 
whereupon to determine his own Opinion and Judg- 
ment in the Caſe. Thus when a Lawyer gives his Ad- 
vice, or a Judge his Sentence, in any Caſe or Cauſe 
that comes before them; it is uſually reckon'd as a ſuf - 
ficient Juſtification of them, if they can ſhew, that 
the ſame Caſe in point has always been ſo adjudged and 
determined in the ſeyeral Courts into which it has been 


| broug ht. 


| Frarthly, When a Man W that he thinks him - 

ſelf. obliged in Conſcience to act after this or that man- 
ner; the only good Reaſon that he can give for his 
thus thinking, muſt be, that he apprehends this Obli- 
gation to be laid upon him by the Authority of ſuch 
Perſon. or Perſons as have the Power of making Laws, 
to Which he is bound to give Obedience. 

The general Queſtion then concerning the Church's 
Authority may well be divided into theſe four particu- 
lar ones (I ſtill ſpeak with relation to my ſelf alone:) 
Fit, Of what Authority is the Teſimony of any 

Church for the determining m yBelief of a Matter of Fact ? 

Secondly, Of what Authority is the Practice of 7 
Cburch for the Regulation of my Practice? | 
Thirdly, Of what Authority is the Judgment, Opi- 


nion, or Declaration of any Church, for the determi- 
ning my Aſſent to any Point of Doctrine? 


Hourthiy, What Authority has any Church = make 
Laws, ſo as thereby 1 to * aun hv rn 
ſeience? : 

| it 
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(3) 


10 the handling of which four Queſtions, my 


rity of the Church in each of theſe Caſes, and Signifi- 
cations of the Word Authority. oO © 
I begin with the firſt of theſe Queſtions, concern- 


ing the Teflimony of rhe Church. © 


4 ” 


Teſtimony, ſtrictiy and properly ſpeaking, is nothing 


ele but the Affirmation of one or more Witneſſes con- 
cerning the Truth of a Matter of Fact, at which he 
or they were preſent : But when a Fact, ſuppoſed to 
be done many Ages ſince, appears to have been all a- 
long generally believ'd and receiv'd as true; and this 
without any notable Contradiction, upon ſuch Evidence 
as is truly credible, we uſually ſay, that for the Truth 
of ſuch a Fact; we have the Teſtimony of all the feve- 
ral Ages from that time to this. For example, upon 
the beſt Enquiry that I can make, it appears to me to 
have been for ſeveral Ages, believ'd by all who have 
made any Search into the Hiſtory of Europe, that 
there was ſuch a Perſon as William Duke of Norman- 
dy, who invaded England; and partly by Force, partly 
by Agreement, got Poſſeſſion of the Throne * that 
Kingdom, which he held to his Death. All which, 
with many notable Franſactions during his Reign, is at- 
tefted both by the Engliſb and Foreign Hiſtorians : Nor 


has there ever been any Man ſo wild, as to contradict 


any Part of this Relation; and therefore we may truly 
fay, that for the truth of theſe Facts, we have the Te- 
ſtimony of all the Ages that have paſs'd from that time 
A n 

And after the ſame manner, it may be faid, that we 


have the Teſtimony of the Univer/al' Church, of all 


Ages, and Places, to this very time, for all the Facts 
which are contain'd in the Hiſtorical Part of the N 
Teftament - The ſeveral Tranſactions there recorded, 
appearing upon the 3 to have been e- 

all Chriſtians, Who 
the Holy Scriprare 
„;o ͤ 


enquiry ſtill muſt be, how far does God require from me, | Z 
that I ſhould ſubmit to, or be directed by, the Autbo- 


deny the Truth of all the Hiſtories in the World, and 


this Conſequence, that therefore theſe Doctrines are 


my Aſſent to his Teſtimony muſt needs be ſtronger 


il 
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And this upon the Original Teſtimony of ſuch Witneſ. Jeyond 
ſes as cannot reaſonably be ſuſpected, either to have he conc 
been themſelves deceiv' d in what they related, or to fender it 
have had the leaſt Deſign of impoſing a Fiction upon ey ſhot 
the World. Nor have even the Enemies of Chriſti- Jn the V 
anity ever dar d to deny the Truth of theſe Facts; or | We h: 
if ſome few of them have been ſo unreaſonable and ex- fy of the 


_ Trayagant, the pretended. Grounꝗs of their Denial have Il the N 


been ſuch, as that upon the ſame, we may as well Parts 
Mes 

believe no Matter of Fact but what we ſee with our fat they 
SIS jt ͤ ͤKÄ anc cont 4 bt eegiv d, 
- + Tefimony, properly ſpeaking, proves nothing but f that t! 
bare Matter of Fact. Indeed, when the Truth of ſome d Perſe: 
Facts is ſufficiently eſtabliſn'd; we may from thence vd the 
draw farther Conſequences: But nothing is, or can be, ferity, w 


immediately and directly proved by Teſimony, but on- qeſign to 


ly the Facts themſelves. For Example, Teſfimony may ere. T 


prove the Truth of thoſe Facts which are recorded. in] to renc 
the New Teſtament. Teſtimony may alſo prove that ſuch Pſſible, f 
aud ſuch Doctrines were actually taught by Jeſus Chriſt, [cltimon) 


and his Apoſtles, From which Facts I may well deduce fey 22 
Multitu 
certainly true, becauſe the Miracles of Chriſt and his mies to 
Apoſtles (as well as the completion of many Prophecies) þd of hi: 
ſufficiently ſhew that they had the Authority of God ſen, all 
for all that they taught: Nor can any Teſtimony (as ſem of ſ 
ſuch) otherwiſe prove the Truth of any Doctrine, than hr willing 


© as the ſame may by Conſequence be deduc'd from Facts ſe World 
that are well atteſted... 


| at, and 
eir Teſtit 
fer'd all 
en Dearl 
t one of 
eds had give 
or weaker. But if a great Numher of Witneſſes a- ſſt began t 


If one Witneſs alone bears Teſtimony to a Matter 
of Fact, and I am convinc'd, that he is neither himſelf 
deceiv d, nor deceives me in the Relation of it; ac: 
cording to the Strength of this Conviction of mine, 


gree in the ſame Teſtimony, and I am under the like ed V ears 


Conviction with reſpect to every one of them; in thisſ ws and G 


Caſe my Aſſent to their Teſtimony muſt neceſſarily be em writ 
N 2 - . „ | pr * be one 1 5 4 


A 
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Titneſ. Jeyond all manner of reaſonable. doubt ? eſpecially if 


have he concurring. Circumſtances, are plainly ſuch, as rg 
or to fender it impoſſible, or altogether impracticable, that 
upon bey ſhould combine together to put a Cheat either up- 
hriſti- In the World in general, or me in particular. 
s 5 or | We have (as J ſaid before) the concurrent Teſtimo- 
d ex- ¶ of the Univerſal Chriſtian Church of all Ages, for 
| have Il the Matters of Fact contain'd in the New Teſtament, 
s well pd particularly in the four Go/pels, and Ads of the A. 
, and þ/es: Nor is there the leaſt Ground to ſuſpect either 
h our fat they who firſt related theſe Facts were chemſelves 
e. ceiv'd, or that they had any Deſign to deceive others; 
g but that they who in the midſt of all Diſcouragements 
ſome d Perſecutions for three hundred Years together, be- 
-hence vd their Teſtimony, and tranſmitted it down to Po- 
an be, lerity, were either themſelves too credulous, or had a 
ut on- heſign to join in the Deceit, if any ſuch Deceit there 
y may ere. The concurrent Circumſtances were alſo ſuch, 
ded in] to render it altogether impracticable, and even im- 
t ſuch 
Chriſt, leſtimony. Many of the Facts which they related, 
leduce ſey always affirmed to have been done in the Preſence 
ies are Multitudes of People; great part of whom were E- 
nd his mies to Feſus Chriſt, and Perſecutors both of him, 
hecies) Id of his Diſciples. The Witneſſes appear'd to be 
God len, all of them of fo great Integrity, and moſt of 
ny (as ſem of ſuch plain Simplicity, as neither to be able, 
„than Þþr willing, to combine together to put a Deceit upon 
Facts ſe World. The Number of the Witneſſes was very 


at, and yet they never were known to. diſagree in 


Matter cir Teſtimony. For the ſake of this Teſtimony, they 
aimſelf ffer'd all the Evils which Malice could invent, and 
it; ac- en Death it ſelf with exquiſite Torments; and yet 


mine, t one of them was known to retract the Teſtimony 


rongerf had given. And laſtly, from the time that Chri/ 

les -a-ft began ro publiſh his Doctrine, for above four hun- 
\e. like ed Years together, abundance of learned Men, both 
in this}ws and Centiles, every where oppos' d, and many of 
rily heſem writ againſt the Chriſtian Keligion (which Op- 


ible, for ſuch a Number of Men to falſiſie in their 
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: cujous Things, which they could not  offbly b. har 


| thoſe Who were commiſſion'd by him, is certainly true 
und comes from God himfelf. And thus I conceive th 


ty; as we have ir deliver'd, without Mixture or Colf | 
13 Fuprion, in the holy Scriptures. 


' neceffary to be believ'd, and what Duties they preſcr 


| Heletit Direction to me, is what I am next to conſidei 


RehgH6rr began to be publiſh'd in the World, ſome d 


2 1N Whieh ey * an Account phy Mb 


(w). 


poſition” "is: ſtiſh, mote! or Teſs, continued in many Pan 5 

Sf the- Wäorlg ;) and yer from that time to this, not N'fe and L 
much as one Robe Man has pretended, upon any probabl V% by h 
Grotincks, to deny the Fruth of cute iger of Fade unto t 
altho many Hart endeqvour'd to bring all the difcre ere, in a 


dit they cobid upon them. rally rec 
FPrefn theſe Facts thus Aechted, 1 gather. 1; The ex 
a 


eau. riß, and his Di/#ples, perform'd man 2 


done, if *hey had not been endow'd with an extrao nd Cautic 


h dhary "Power from God himſelf: And, 24%. That df a little 
oph cies recorded in the Old Teſtament, weihith thoſe 
Engen bed in the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. Froſf. It all 


hat many 
ranſlatioi 
ich all en 
ſery diſta 
ty began 
ations , . 3 
ranflation 
ipers'd 
orld; a 
eber, be 


whenee,” think, 1 may infer to a Demonftration, thi 
WG us Chrift was the Meſfenger of God; and that th 
&rine: ba Religion which was taught by him, an 


Truth of 'the Chriſtian Religion, in the general, ma 

Well 8 prov'd by the Authority of the Church's 7 
Prmony : Nor have I any Occaſion here to ſpeak of t 
farther Proof! it, that may be brought from the Puri 
and Excellency of the Chriſtian Bodtrine and Mor: 


My next. Enquiry now miſt be, what that Na | 
is, which was taught by Jeſus Chrift, and his Di/ciptesÞ 
r in other Terms, what Doctrines they deliver'd : 


bed as Reese to be practis'd : Which alfo being | 
Matte, of Fatt, can, at mis Diſtance of Time, be no 

therwite' prov'd to me than by 7! eftimony 3 ; and how f U 
the Teſtimony of the Church is in this Enquiry, a ful — 
By the Teltimony bf the Univerſal Church in al eW:; Teſte 


Apes: it. appears to me, that [ooh after the Chriftiaff 
the A0 les arid D. 1{cipies of Jeſus Chrift writ — 
gy wel ig 


(=) 


ny Pr fe and Doctrine, and partly of that Religion: whirhy " 


ö robabey, by bis command, were then teaching and/preachs 


of Fadi unto the World: That a Number of theſe Book 


ere, in a few Years more, collected together, and uni- 


d 
W rally receiv d by all particular Churches, as Hrhe ge- 
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” F © > 


„ 'Th ine Writings of ſuch Apoſies-and Diſciples: And 
at tho' ſome few of theſe Books were not at firſt 


„ b han univerſally :receiv'd (which ſhews the greut Cure 
xtraoſid Caution of the Chriſtians of thoſe Days) yet that 
pat di a little time, they alſo found the like receptiom 


t werffith thoſe other Books that never had bern dbubred: 


'Frorfi- It alſo appears to me, by the fame Teſtimony, 
\n, that many Copies of each of theſe Books, and divers 
hat thiÞrandlations of them into different Languages, were 
m, anfich all expedition diſpers'd / into: all the ſevtral Placet 
ly truſfery diſtant one from the other) where-ever/Chriſtia- 
ive thiþity began to prevail: From vhich Copics and Tran- 


, maſſotions,. abundance of new Capirs, and alſo other 


58 75 ranſlat ions, have heen made, and in great Numbers 
- of th pen d into very remote and diſtant Parts of the 
Purit iV orld; all which Books, a they ſtand collected to- 
Mor: ether, have been uſually called by the Name of the 
r Coſſ e Teſtament Nor can | find the leaſt rational Ground 
Per any Exception to be made N this TR 
eligio} any part Gin hee eee eee 
ſciples 
er'd 
Yeſct 
eng i 


the Copies and Tranſlations of the New! Teſtament 
0 moo: that (ſuch or ſuch particular Doctrines, or 
e no N cepts of Religion, were taught and deliver'd by 
ow | 2 Ghrift, or his Apoſtles and Di/ciples ;- theſe ſame 
à fuſDoctrines or Precepts Lam to lobk upon as really 
kught and deliver'd by them zdly. That where the 
Pew: Teftament is altogether ſilent concerning ſuch 
Teaching, or delivering of any Doctrine, or Precept, 1 
annot look upon uch Doctrine or Precept as coming 
om them; 
ther aten Teſtiwony; of Which, as yet, am 
8 And, e That wherever 1 find 
: . . FWO 
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. 
the Neu Taſſamant to ſpeak doubtfully, or obſoureh 
concerning any ſuch Doctrine or Precept, it will be 
impoſſible for me, with any Certainty, to conclude 
whether {ach Doctrine or Precept were fo taught, ot 
deliver'd, as is above-mention'd; until I can find ſuch 
Doubt or Obſcurity explain'd, and clear'd up to my 8a 


where ſe 
their Bo, 
Third 
Teſtame) 
the Un 
which 1 
People 
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a great 
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any one ſhall demand, how I can befure of the Seni 
or Meaning of the New Teftament, or any Part of it 
except I receive the ſame from the Church as from at 


* 


Fi, That there are abundance, of Paſſages in the 
New Teſtament, in the Senſe and Meaning whereof, al 
Tranſlations do univerſally agree, both with one anc 
ther, and with the Original Greet; ſo that I know not 
ho it is poſſible for any ſober and impartial Man, to make 
aDifficulry about them: And it may as well be de the Ol 
manded from me, how I can be ſure of the Meaning} may wi 
of thoſe Words, in which the ſuppos'd Infallible Inter} ſtill r 
ation is deliverd to me, except I have another in ing of 
fallible Interpreter alſo to explain them; and anothei nent; 
again to explain his Interpretation, and ſo on for ever this Igr 
as how can be ſure of the Meaning of thoſe Expreſſ medy, 
ſions in the New Teſtament, whole Signification already Som 
appears as plain to me, as any other Words can mak Doo 
+ Secondly,” That all the 4rticles of che Apoſtle's Crecil ſan anc 
except that of Chriſt's deſcent into Hell) together with} 74q#:7es 
all thè Duties which we owe to God, to our ſelves, and} Teſtim 
to euer ather Man, appear to me to be ſo plainly deli 
ver d in the New Teftament,: as that a conſidering Ma 
- can hardly be at a Loſs about them. And as for Chriſ e 
deſcunt into Hell, the only Thing which ſeems to me iq a 
make that Matter difficult, is, that we commonly uſd 
the Word Hell, in a narrow and confin'd Senſe, to ſig 
niſie only the place of the damned; whereas the Origi 
nal Word Hades is of a larger Signification, and is ſonic 
times put to denote the Grave, and ſometimes the "_ 
Te eee 8 uber 
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where ſeparate Souls remain, when they are Jeparied Shows 
their Bodies, whether in Happineſs, or Miſery. |» 

Thirdly, That it moſt plainly appears, from the New. 
7 eftament itſelf, and from the concurrent Teſtimony of 
the Univerſal Church of all Ages, chat thoſe Bodke. 
which we now call the Old Teftament, and which the 
People of the Fews,, both in our Saviour's Time, and 
all along to this Day, did, and do receive and acknow- 
ledge as the Word of God, are really ſuch as they al- 
ledge them to be. When therefore I find ſome Difſi- 
culty in the Interpretation of ſame Paſſages in the New: 
Tefament, much Help may be afforded; me by com- 
paring them with other Paſſages in the Old; which: in 
a great Meaſure, run Parallel with tbemſ. 

Fourthly, Many learned Men, both Ancient and Mo- 
dern, have taken much Pains in their Diſcourſes and 
Commentaries, to explain the difficult Paſſages both of 
the Old and New Teflament; to whoſe Explications I 
may with ary Profit have recourſe. And if, after all, 
I ſtill remain Ignorant (as I own I do) of the Means. 
ing of many Palo, both of the Old and New: Tefa-. 
ment; I am perſuaded that God will never impute 
this Ignorance of mine, which I know not how tot te- 
medy, as a Crime to me. 

Some perhaps will tell me, chat all chat have aid; 


concerning the Church's Teſtimony in Matters of Re- 


ligion, may appear indeed to have a fair Shew of Rea · 
ſon and Probability; but how does it appear that Go 


requires that I ſhould rely upon the Authority of this 
Teſtimon 


„ and n the F oundation of Dp Religi- 
on? Ia Wer 2 4248 12 6 
God has made me a rational Ce and by bes- 


ſo alone, (even antecedent to Revelation ) has, in 


a great Meaſure, made himſelf known unto, me, as 
do werful Creator of all Things, 
infinitely good, and infinitely juſt. My reaſon then a- 
hundantly aſſures me, that it is my Duty to make the 
beſt, Enquiry I can what the Will of my Creator is, 
or ne E that he gequires | from me, and alſo to; ff 


eln perform 


% 


9H 14) 
perform the ſame to the beſt of my 


Power. In order 
to which, it is plainly neceſſury, that I ſhouſd always 
my Mind in a due Diſpoſition, impartially to re- 
ceive'and afſent to every thing that I find to be true; 
andi alſo to be willing to do Whatever appears ro me to 
be reaſonable, that is to ſay; agreeable to the Circum- 
ſtunces, and ſeveral Relations, in which the Providence of 
God has placed me: And if at any time I refuſe to 
hearkem to Truth, when I have a fair Opportunity of 
embtacing it; or to do that Which is reaſonable when I 
have it in my Power; in both theſe Cates I cannot but 
think, xhat T act contrary to the Will of God. Since 
then there is, at leaſt, a great Probability in what fo 
many wiſe ande good Men aſſert; That God has by 
Revelatiod made himſelf, and his Will, farther — 
to Mankind, than what be hab done by reaſon alone; I 
think I 39 well conclude, that it is my Duty to en- 
quire,' whether really there is, or ever was, any ſueh 
Kivehntion; the Proof of which, muſt to me be groun- 
ded on the Teſtimony of others, except the Revelati- 
on had been made to my ſelf: And ſinoe, upon the moſt 
_ — rtial En — make, it appears 
by ſuch Toft y as leaves no room for excepti- 
on, e God has thus Aually revealed himſelf, and 5 
Will, unto Mankind by Jeſus Chriſ and bis Apoſties 1 
chice I may well concſude, that God requires 1ſhou'd 
my Alſent to this Leſtimony becauſe the ching is 
Aly feaſonahle in it ſelf, and I cannot find one Ob- 
oh of Weight or Moment againſt it. 
— will not now enter into a crRical Diſpute; concen 
ing the various Interpretations, which are put upon 
Sten Words, [I Tim iii. 15. J. Bur fines! I plain- 
lyi find my Belief of rhe Chriſtian Religion, and con. 
| a mug of every Truth contain'd in- it; te be origi- 
u 
— — have but now tated: ir; and ſinee without 
this Teſimony; Il cannot find any other othet rational 
Way for the Support of this wy Beef: I think I may 
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era Church, is the Pillar and Ground of Thuth.. But 


how this Paffige can juſtly be apply'd'to the Church of 
Rome in particular, or to any Church Repreſentative 
whatſoever, I muſt own to Ve Lene d, beyond my 
Underftanding. 

The Chart of None requires from every pa aft 
Perfon, that ſhe ſhould receive and embrace I Apo Ro- 
lick amd Ectle efaFical Traditions; but I do not find, that 
ſhe any where gives us either a particular Lift of thefe 
fame Tradition, or any other Rule whereby 
ver them, but only char the” receives ang Gehe chem as 
ſuch. FEY £31] 

IF immediately alter OY Hp 8 Daji; a Collection 
of theſe Traditions had been made, committed to Wri- 
ting, and tranſmitted down to us with ſufficient At 
teſtation that the Apoſiles were the Authors of them, 
and requir'd that they ſhould for ever be reeeiv d in the 
Chriftian Church; I, for my part, would have made no 
Diſpute about chem, except I ſhou'd'find ſome of them 
to be evidently repugnant either to the plain Prinei- 
ples of ſober Reaſon, or to thoſe Doctrines, or Prece 
which are manifeſtly contain'd in the holy Script tures. 
Or if it could any other way be ſufficiently prov d th 
me concerning any one of theſe pretended” Fradirions, 
that it, in lie manner, came from the ApoRtles ; I ſhou d 


readily, under the above Limitation, receive and on 


it, in ſubmiſſion to their Authority: But to ſubmit to any 
thing as an Apoffolict or Eccigſiaflical Tradition, bare- 
ly becauſe the prefent Church of Rome "receives it as 
ſuch ; and this Without any folid Proof, "that J can find, 
deduc'd all along from rhe firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, "is 
what I think my ſelf no way oblig'd to do 

When I ſet my ſelf to enquire into any of theſe pre 
tended Traditions, whatever Noiſe may have been made 
about them for Four or Five Oenturies laſt paſt; 


Chriſtian Chbch, the Proſpect I have of them ę 

fainter and After Until at aft. „ſometimes! in the 1218 
or Seventh," bur always r Pe or Fourth Ceft- 
„ 


ver as 
trace them up higher and higher in the Records of 9 3 
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e 
y, I loſe not only the Sight, but even the leaſt 
Glempfe of them. This FS the Caſe of Tran/ub- 
Hantiation, Worſhipping the Ho, the Sacrifice of the 
Maſs, the Pope's Supremacy, 
a General Council, Purgatory, Private Maſſes, Maſſes for 
the Dead, Half Communion, Prayer to the Saints, Wor- 
Hip of Images, Pilgrimages, Indulgences and Pardons, as 
now practis d, Prayer in an unknown Tongue, and in 2 
Word, whatever elſe is held and practis'd by the Church 
of Rome, and univerſally deny'd and rejected by all Pro- 
 tefants: Concerning all which cannot bur ſay, that find- 
ing no manner of Proof for them, or any one of them, 
from the Principles of Reaſon, or from the holy Scrip- 
tures; I can by no means receive, or own them, as A. 
pofolick or EcclefiaFical Traditions; partly becauſe they 
are no way ſufficiently atteſted to be ſuch; but chiefly 
becauſe they are all manifeſtly repugnant to the Do- 
Frine and Practice both of the A4pofles and Primitive 
Cburch, as we have them recorded in the holy Scrip- 
tures, and the Writings of the firſt Chriſtians, which 
are ſtill extant. To which let me add, that ſome of 
them being directly contrary to the plaineſt Dictates of 
my Reaſon and Underſtanding, are to me altogether 
uncapable of being prov'd either by Tradition or Scrig 
ture, or any other Argument or Authority Whatſo- 
W EN 4H 9 115 +, 
It will perhaps be ſaid, that the Teſtimony of the 
Church, as I have now ſtated it, is no more but a bare 
Human Teſtimony, and therefore cannot be a ſufficient 
Foundation for that Divine Faith, wherewith I ought 
to believe the Revealed Truths of Religion: I anſwer, 
Firſt, That if by Divine Faith is meant, an Agent to 
the Truth upon the Teſtimony of God himſelf; the Aſſent 
which I give unto the Doctrines taught by Fe/us Ghrif 
and his Apoſtles, as Revealed Truths, is grounded upon 
no other Teſtimony. The many. Miracies wrought by 
them, and the Propbecies ful filled in the Perſon of Chriſt, 
are to me as much a Divine atteſtation of their Doctrine, 
28 if every word of it had been declar d by a Voice from 
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Heaven: The only Queſtion is, hom this Teſtimony, 


while Chriſt and his Apoſtles were upon the Earth, I 
might poſſibly have ſeen ſome of their Miracles, and 
thereby have been convinc'd of the Divine Authority: 
of their Miſſion. But is there no way for me to be 
convinc'd of the ſame at this diſtance of time? Ves, 
ertainly there is, and that no leſs ſufficient, if duly at- 
tended unto, than the former but juſt now mention'd. 
[ have the concurrent Teſtimony of the Univerſal 
Church of all Ages for the Truth of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, particularly of the New Teſtament, and all the 
Facts therein contain'd. I have alſo the fame Teſtimo- 
ny for the prodigious Succeſs with which the Goſpel 
was for above three hundred Years propagated, under 
the greateſt worldly Diſcouragements and Perſecutions 
that could be rais'd againſt it: Nor can J find the leaſt 
material Objection that can be made againſt this Leſti- 
mony, except I ſhould be ſo wild as to reject all the 
Hiſtories of former Ages, as mere Fables and ground- 
leſs Fictions. I ſay then, that this Teſtimony of the Uni- 
ver/al Church, is a ſure and certain Chanel to convey 
down to me that divine Teſtimony which God was 
formerly pleas'd to give unto the Chriſtian Doctrine 
and Religion; but the divine Teſtimony it ſelf is the 
immediate reaſon of my believing that Religion and 
Doctrine to be true. of "Iſt nf ? 
Secondly, If by Divine Faith is meant that Chriſtian 
Grace of Faith, which G6d by, his Holy Spirit is plea- 
ſed to work in the Mind of a true Believer; I anſwer, 
1'* That I do not think that God ever works 
Faith, that is to ſay, an actual Aſſent to Truth, in any 
Man, without firſt affording him ſome rational Proof or 
Evidence of that Truth, to which his Faith is ſuppos'd 


to be an Aſſent. And 24ly, That the Teſtimony of the 


Univerſal Church, as I have but now ſtated it, is ſuch 
2 ſufficient rational. Proof of the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
as: by the Operation of God's Holy Spirit upon my 
Heart, (If 1 do not reſiſt the ſame) may well produce 

| GC | Divine 
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( 18 ) 
Divine Faith in me, in this latter Senſe of that Expreſſion. 
Having thus ſaid as much as I think neceſſary, concer- 


ning the Authority of the Church's Teſtimony; 1 proceed 


now to the Second Queſtion propos d; That is to ſay, 

II. Of what Authority is the Practice of any Church 
for the regulation of my Praftice. © 

This Practice muſt either be in purſance of ſome Di- 
vine Command, or taken up without any command at 
all; or in purſuance of ſome Humane or Eccleſiaſtical 
Command: Of che laſt of theſe I ſhall have occaſion to 
ſpeak when I come to the fourth Queſtion, which is 
concerning the Church's Authority in making Laws; at 
preſent therefore I ſhall confine my ſelf to ſpeak only 
of the two former. 


__ » Fulb then, where the Univerſal Chriſtian Church 


of the Apaſtles, who liv'd ſo long as to 
an "482 I a great meaſure, planted and ſertled in 


' bleſſed, broken, diſtributed, and eaten; and alſo at the 


has from the beginning taken up any uniform Practice, 
in purſuance of a Divine Command; this Practice I 
take to be a moſt excellent Commentary upon ſuch 
Command, and the beſt Rule which we can go by in 
the Interpretation of it: It being impoſſible, I think, 
to give any other Reaſon ſor ſuch a Practice, except it 
be that all Chriſtians every where underſtood this Com- 


mand in one and the ſame Senſe, wherein they gave 


Obedience to it. Nor is it to be imagin'd, that they 


ſhould all miſtake the true Meaning of any Commands 


which had been given them by God, by the Miniſtry 
> the Chriſti- 


almoſt all Parts of the known World, and would cer- 


rainly have corrected and ſet right the Chriſtians of 


their on time, in caſe they had univerſally been guilty 
of any ſuch Miſtake. V 
For Example, it is a divine Command which our 


Saviour has leſt with his Church, that Bread ſhould be 


ſame time a Cup bleſſed, diſtributed, and drank, in Re- 
membrance of bis Death and Paſſion, and as the Commu- 


nion of bis Body and Blood. Let us now ſuppoſe a Que- 
ſtion to be made, who they are that have a Right, and 
are Oblig' d, thus. to ear bis Bread and drink of this 


Cup. 
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j. Jon: Bur it is notorious both from. Scripture and 


Z % Tas 


; 02 9. At the time that our bleſſed Saviour gave the 


command, there were none preſent but his Apoſtles, 
nor conſequently did he immediately, or directly, ſpeak 


to any but them. From the words of the Command 


therefore, it eannot be inferr'd that either Laymen, or 
Women, have this Right, or are under this Obligati- 
nti- 
quity, that it has been all along the Practice of the U- 
niverſal Church, that all faithful Chriſtians having once 


been baptiz d, and being come to Years of Diſcretion 


and Underſtanding, were not only admitted, but alſo 
requir'd, frequently to partake of this holy Ordinance. 
And from this univerſal Practice every where receiv'd 
throughout the whole Church, even from the Days of 
the Apoſtles themſelves; we have ſufficient Ground to 
conclude, and accordingly it has every where been ſo 
concluded, that the Obligation of this Command ex- 
tends, not only to Biſhops, and Paftors, as Succeſſors 
of the Apoſtles, but alſo to every Chriſtian Man and 
Woman, as ſoon as he or ſhe become capable of giving 
Obedience to ur. r 
From the like Practice of the Church we alſo con- 
clude,. that the „irt day of the Week, call'd in holy 
Scripture the Lord's Day, is that particular Day of the 
Seven, which in purſuance of the Fourth Commandment, 


is under the Goſpel to be ſanctify d and ſer apart for the 


more immediate Service and Worſhip of God. 


And again, from the like Practice we conclude, that 


Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacous, ought every where to 
be appointed both for the Government of the Church, 
and the Adminiſtration of holy Offices; in purſuance 
of thoſe Commands which our Bleſſed Saviour has gi- 
ven to that Purpoſe. But I forbear to enlarge upon 
theſe Points, becauſe the Reader may find it already 


of Church Government and Epiſcopacy, 


6 
Secondiy, If we ſuppoſe the Univerſal Church, even | 


from the beginning, to have taken up any Practiee 
not in purſuance of a divine Command, but 


pay of 
Prudence, Decency, and 9 ſuch a Pratti | 


done in a late Sermon, entituled, The Divine Authority || 
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us this is no farther a Rule to particular Churches, oll ſtill thin 
Perſons, than as it may be neceſſary for the avoiding Of declare, 
fence, or conſiſtent with the ſame Prudence, Decencyſ only for 
or Convenience, which were at firſt the Ground of it. I caſion of 
The Agapæ, or Feaſts of Charity, ſeem to have beef fer an C 
a Practice as univerſal, as without doubt it was early only kep 
in the Chriſtian Church; and yet in proceſs of time perpetua 
when the Abuſes which had crept into theſe Feaſtq this wor 
could not otherwiſe be reform'd, they were prohibit qand dired 
ed to be kept in the manner they had hitherto been] has vive! 
firſt, by the Laodicean Synod, and afterwards by theyherews: 
Council of Carthage, which were but Provincial, or Na+ - Before 
#ional- Councils; of which we have an Account in Dr. I pradtige 
Caves Primitive Chriſtianity, Pt. 1. C. 11. lance, wi 
Vnpoſition of Hands at the time of ee Hol Suppo 
Oraers, is allowid to have been an univerſal Practice inrhings, 
the Chriſtian Church all along from the Days of theperſal Ch 
Apuſtles; but yet it does not appear, that they had anypn Chriſt 
Command or Example of our Saviour's for it: How. be Sound 
ever; ſince this innocent Rite has never been abus'd,þr unlaw 
and indeed is hardly capable of an Abuſe; or if it ſnouPhurch? 
be abus d, may moſt eaſily be reform'd, and ſet right a ·¶ That v 
gain: It has always been the Opinion of ſober Divines, ſus'd, wi 
of all Perſuaſions, that it ought by no means to be a- hot to h. 

boliſh'd or laid aſ idee.. tinct No 
I cannot indeed ſay that bare Practice, how univer- When 
fal ſoever, has the Force of a Law in the ChriſtianPonſeque 
Church: But where any ſuch Practice is continued ſarticular 
down all along to us, it would ſhew little reſpect topaty to 
the Apoſtles, and firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity, and con- ning, or 
ſequently give great Offence in the World, if we ſhouldPyzy to 
take upon us to lay it a ſide, except there were ſome aw of C 
very weighty, and unavoidable Reaſon, for our ſodoing. aw of ( 
As for the Practice of the Church, of this or-thatfluman I. 
particular Place, or Nation, in whoſe Communion it is, Þ If the! 
or may be, my Lot to live; I ſhall always think it 19 quence, 
Duty to conform to it, fo far us is neceſſary to the Churches] be forb 
Peate; and is conſiſtent with the Laws, and General Rules od has r 
of the'Goſpel ; beyond which no Practice, I think, can ill ſuch 
lay ſuc h an Obligation on me: But at the ä And wh 
5 f . 8 


125 


cs, off til] think my ſelf oblig'd upon all r e to 
g Off declare, that my thus conforming to ſuch a Practice is 
zencyJonly: for Peace fake, and to avoid all Offence and Oc- 


fit: ¶ caſion of Diviſion. For if by my Silence I ſhould ſuf- 


e been fer an Opinion to prevail, that ſuch a Practice is not 
early only kept up upon the Ground of Cuſtom, but is of 
_timegyerperual Obligation as a thing commanded by God; 
FeallJthis would be a betraying of my Chriſtian Liberty, 
hibitJand directly contrary to that Precept which St. Paul 
been has given us, that we ſhould and faſt in the Liberty, 
y thewberewith Chriſt hath made us free, Gal. v. 1. 


Yr V Before I diſmiſs this general Head, concerning the 


in Dr. Practice of the Church; there is one Queſtion of Impor- 

France, which Ithink it proper here to take Notice of. 

3 Hoh Suppoſe the Church of any Place or Nation, in ſome 
rice in Things, to have departed from the Practice of the Uni- 

of thepyerſal Church, and this Practice as I think, gounded up- 
ad anyſpn Chriſt's own Inſtitution; but in all other Reſpects to 
How. e Sound and Orthodox; is it my Duty, or is it lawful, 
abus dypr unlawful,” for me to hold Communion with ſuch a 

ſnhou d Phurch? Or what is my Duty in ſuch a Caſe as this? 

ght a- That which renders ſome Men's Thoughts very con- 
ivines, ſus'd, with relation to this Queſtion,” is that they ſeem 
be a- ot to have form'd any Definitions, or ſufficiently di- 
Ninct Notions of, Duty, latoful and unluguful. 

aniver-J When any Law of God, either'expreſly, or by good 


riſtian Ponſequence, requires that I ſhou'd do this or that 


tinued articular thing; then, and then only, I ſay it is my 
pect toPury to do ſuch a thing: Or if I am requir'd to do a 
ad con- ing, only by a Human Law, yet ſtill I ſay it is ny 
ſhouldPazy to do it (provided it be no way contrary to the 
e ſomeſ aw of God ʒ) and that for this Reaſon only, becauſe the 
doing. law of God commands me to give Obedience to all 
or that Human Laws, that are made by lawful Authority. 
Mn it is, If the Law of God either expreſly, or by good Con- 
k it my ſquence, : forbids the doing of this or that thing; or if 
Hurches] be forbidden only by a Human Law, (provided that 


Nules fod has no way commanded it) then, and then only, I 


k, can ill ſuch a thing anlauful. 


ime, II Andwhen a thing is neither expreſly, nor by Con- 
ill] ; Td ſequence | 
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13 1 
ſequence forbidden, by any Law either of God or Man, 
ſuch a thing as this I call lu u id. 

If any Man therefore ſhall ſay that ſuch or ſuch a 
thing is my Duty, or on the other hand #nlawfu}, and 
yet produce no Law of God or Man to prove the one 
or the other; or if he ſhall ſay that a thing is lawful, 
when at the ſame time there is ſuch a Law, which ex- 
preſiy or by good Conſequence: forbids it; it is evident 
that he makes uſe of thoſe words in a confuſed, if not 


an abſurd, and ridiculous manner. ft | 
Where I am fully convinc'd that any Church has 

departed from the Practice of the Church Univerſal, 
and I have a fair Opportunity of admoniſhing that Church 
to reſume; and return to, ſuch Practice; in this Caſe l 
take ſuch Admonition to be an Act of Charity, and for 
that reaſon to be my-Duty. . | 
But if the Rulers! and Governors of ſuch a Church, 
Who only have the Power of reforming whatever is a- 
miſs within the ſame, cannot be wrought upon, or per- 
ſuaded, that they are under any Obligation to reſume the 
Practice which they have thus laid aſide; the next thing 
to be conſider'd is, what Law, or Laws, of God there 
are which either command, or forbid, or leave me at my 
ou Liberty, to join with them in all thoſe other things 
which  agreeably to the word of God, or the Laws 
of Chriſtianity, they are {till ſuppos'd to retain. I do 
not indeed remember any 2xpre/s Law of God, where- 
by this Caſe thus particularly circutnſtantiated is to be 
ruled; but from the general Tenor both of Reaſon and 
* | Scripture, I think I may well lay down theſe two 
| — for my own Conduct. 1 


Hur, If there be no Law which forbids me to hold 


Communion with ſuch a Church in all thoſe things 
which own to be good, and commendable-in her, not 
withſtanding the Imperfections under which ſhe la 
bours; then, at leaſt, it is af for me ſo to hold 


Oommunion: Or if any Man ſhall ſtill tell me that 5 g 
unlawful, either he ſpeaks without any warrantable 
Ground or Foundation; or elſe he muſt e 
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Law whereby ſuch holding of Communion, is cither 

expreſly, or by good Conſequence, forbidden. 
Secondly, If by the Laws of Chriſtianity, Peace, U- 

nity, Love, and Charity, are by all lawful Means to be 


maintain'd and promoted amongſt all that profeſs the 


Name of Chriſt; (which is what I am perſwaded no Chri- 
ſtian will deny) and if my thus holding Communion with 
ſuch a Church be not forbidden by any Law, and at the 
ſame time tends in ſome meaſure to the promoting and 
maintaining of ſuch Love and Charity, Peace and Unity: 
The Conſequence will be that it is my Duty to hold 
Communion with ſuch a Church; notwithſtanding, that 
at the ſame time, I ſhould think my ſelf oblig'd to endea- 
your all I can the Amendment and Reformation of what» 
ever I find to be amiſs or imperfect in her Conſtitution. 
I deſire the Reader well ro weigh and conſider theſe 
things which I have thus aid in the general, before he 
abſolutely condemns all Communion with the foreign Re- 
formed Churches, on account of that Imperfection under 
which they labour for want of the Epiſcopal Order a- 
mongſt them. As for the Caſe of our preſent Diſſenters, 
it is quite of another Conſideration; and there are other 
weighty Reaſons why I cannot think it lawful for me to 
frequent their Aſſemblies, or hold any other Communi- 
on with them, than that of Chriſtian Love and Charity. 
III. I proceed now to the third Queſtion propos d; 
that is to ſay, of what Autority is the Judgment, Opinion, 
or Declaration of any Church, for the determining my 
Aſſent to any Point of Doctrine. TY * 
If, from ſufficient Teſtimony, as I have already ſta- 
ted that Matter, it plainly appears to me, that the Be- 
lief of this or that particular Doctrine has been all along 
from the Apoſtie's Days univerſally own'd and profels'd | } 
throughout the Chriſtian Church; from hence I muſt | | 
needs 1nter, that this ſame Doctrine was taught, and de» | | 
lver'd to, the Church, by the Apoſtles themſelves; be- 
cauſe I cannot fee how it was otherwiſe poſſible for 
luch an Univerſal Profeſſion ſo early every where to ob- 
tan: And whatever Doctrine was taught and deliver- 
ed to the Church by the Apoſtles, IL have already ſhewn, 


18 


Eine, on account of any Declaration or Profeſſion there- 


verſally receiv'd by the firſt: Chriſtians immediatel 


but becauſe ſhe believ'd it; this were to talk fooliſhly 


if ſufficient, then I ſhould believe this fame Doctrine 
not barely becauſe the Church belicy'd it, but becauſ 


. Cw) 

is to be look d upon as coming from God, and there- | 
fore to be aſſented to as true. The reaſon then why II there v 
believe the Truth of ſuch a Doctrine, is not barely that Belief a 
it was believ'd or profeſs'd by the Church; but be- Belicf 1 
cauſe from thoſe Facts which by the Church are ſuffi-¶ ble thai 
ciently atteſted, it evidently appears to me to have been lief of t 
taught to the Church itſelt by a divine Commiſſion. {| - It w. 
Upon this Ground (as I have already ſaid) I receive ception 


and own all the Doctrines contain'd in the Canon both Church 
of the Old and Teftament, as far as J am able to diſcoverthe ſam 


the Meaning of them. Upon the ſame Ground alſo II from th 


believe all the Articles of the Apoſtle's Creed, as I haveſther be 


above made mention of it; not only becauſe I find it allBges, as 
contain'd in the holy Scripture, but alſo becauſe it ap · that the 
pears beyond Contradiction to have been explicitly be-. ble that 

Iiev'd and profeſs'd by all Chriſtians every where fromſſton'd, ; 
the very Days of the Apoſtles themſelves: And if any Bur I 
one ſhall require from me, that I believe any other Do- bo ſaid b 
that in t 
of pretended to have been made by the Univerſal ChurchFAges of 
of all Ages; it is incumbent on him to bring ſufticientÞn Doctr 
Proof, that ſuch Declaration, or Profeſſion, was univerſal far to 

ly made all along from the very Days of the Apoſtles. ny open 
If it could be ſhewn of any particular Doctrineſin'd tha 
that it was every where believ'd and profeſs'd by th Poctrine 
Univerſal Church of any one or more Ages; but at thqſptrerly pe 
ſame time, it could neither be prov'd that this DoſÞooks re 
&rine is (either expreſly or by Conſequence) containFureit Oc 
ed in holy Scripture, or that it was in like manner uni- ue it h- 
aught an 
from the Days of the Apoſtles: In ſuch a caſe, (if ani It then 
ſuch there were) I ſhould demand, upon what Grounqhoſt grou 
did. the Church firſt believe this Doctrine? It any Manger even i 
ſhould anſwer, that ſhe believ d it upon no other Grounquy farthe 
ion, Or 
and could never afford me any Satisfaction: But if anppear to 1 
other Ground of this Belief were afligned, it muſt bbriſ, or 
either a ſufficient; Ground or an inſufficient Ground ere no ot 
s added 1 
d no Prc 
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there would bea ſufficient Ground both for the Churches 


Belief and mine: But if the very Ground of the Churches 
Belief ſhould appear to be inſufficient, bow is it poſli- 
ble that I could have any ſufficient Ground for my Be- 
lief of the ſame Doctrine, if grounded only upon hers? 


It will perhaps be ſaid, that from the Univerſal re- 


ception of a particular Doctrine in any one Age of the 
Church, tho' of later Date; we ought to conclude that 
the ſame Doctrine has been all along tranſmitted down 
from the Apoſtles, except we are able to aſſign ſome o- 
ther beginning of it: Nor is the Silence of former A- 


ges, as ſome think, a ſufficient Ground to conclude 


that the Doctrine was not then taught; it being poſſi- 
ble that all the Books in which that Doctrine was men- 
tion'd, may have periſn'd. W HH e enn Mt 
But I deſire that ſuch things as theſe, may not only 
be /aid but allo provꝰ d; for it ſeems very poſlible to me, 
that in times of Darkneſs and Ignorance, ſuch as ſome 
Ages of the Church are known to have been, an Error 


o far to be univerſally receiv'd, as hardly to meet with 
any open or publick Oppoſition: Nor is it to be ima- 
zin'd that all che Books of former Ages, wherein ſuch a 
octrine is pretended to have been mention'd, ſhould 
trerly periſh; and yet, at the ſame time, many other 
Books remain, in which there would have been the 
airelt Occaſions of mentioning that fame Doctrine, in 
ae it had then been univerſally, or even generally, 
þughr and maintain'd. 1 5 14 
It then the Church of Rlme were really (what ſhe 
noſt groundleſly pretends to be) the Unzver/al Church; 
et even in this caſe, I thould not think my ſelf oblig'd 
ny farther to conform my Belief to any Judgment, O- 


mion, or Declaration of hers, than as the ſame ſhould 


ppear to me to be well ſupported by the Authority of 
brift, or his Apoſtles: And for this reaſon, if there 
ere no other, I reject all thoſe Doctrines which ſhe 
as added ro the ancient Chriſtian Faith, becauſe I can 
ad no Proof either from holy Scripture, or any ſufficient 
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Doctrine might by degrees have crept in, and come 
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(26 ) 
and well grounded Tradition, that they are or can be 
ſupported by any ſuch Authority. © 
Bur the Divines of that Church will tell me, that all 
thoſe Doctrines which they require me to believe, are 
declar'd and determin'd by general Councils, (which are 
the Church repreſentative) and particularly by the Coun- 
cil of Trent; upon whoſe infallible Authority, they ſay, 
I ought without the leaſt Doubt or Heſitation to re- 
ceive and believe them. But before Þ can herein com- 
ply with them, I have ſeveral Queſtions to ask, to 
which I never yet could meet with a ſatisfactory, or 
even tolerable Anſwer. Le C ws 
Firſt, Am I bound to pay a greater Deference to 
what they call the Church Repreſentative, in a General 
Council, than to the Univer/al Church it ſelf of that par- 
ticular time when ſuch a Council is convened? And if 
Jam not bound to conform my Belief even to that of 
the Univerſal Church, any farther than I find her Do- 


ctrine to be grounded upon the Authority of Chriſt or 


his Apoſtles; what Obligation can lie upon me to re- 
ceive the Determinations of a General Council, without 
firſt enquiring whether they are ſo grounded. 
Secondly; How does it appear, that any of thoſe 
 Countils,' which are commonly call'd General, are the 
true Repreſentatives of the Univerſal Church? Were 
the Members of ſuch Councils always, or ever, choſen 
by the whole Body of Chriſtians all over the World 
And how can they be ſaid to repreſent thoſe who had nc 
hand in the chooſing, appointing, or approving of them 
+ "Thirdly, Are General Councils of Divine Inſtitution 
Or has God given any certain Rules to the Church (be 
ſides thoſe of Prudence) to direct them how, and afte 
What manner ſuch Councils ſhall be call'd, or proceec 
in their Determinations? Of whaz Members they ſhal 
eonſiſt? and how far their Authority ſhall extend? 1 
any ſuch Rules have ever been given by God, I deſir 


they may be produc'd and prov'd : But if this cannc 


be done, and if even general Councils, as well as pat 
ticular ones, are but of Human Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitutio 
can this give them ſufficient Authority to demand m 
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Aſſent to their Doctrines and Determinations, without 
any farther enquiry into them? . * 
Fourthlyj, Among thoſe Councils which are call'd 
General, ſome are receiv'd, ſome rejected; and ſome a- 


gain, partly receiv'd and partly rejected, by the Church 


of Rome Here then, I deſire to know, who it is that 
has the ſole Authority of confirming or rejecting the 
Determinations of a General Counci], and who gave 
him this Authority? Tf God, let this be prov'd by ſome 
better Arguments than Thou art Peter, &c. and Feed 
my Sheep; which are too weak for me to hazard my 
Salvation upon: But if this Authority. be only deriv'd. 
from Man, how can it fecure me trom all Error or 
Miſtake, in caſe I ſhould venture to rely upon it. 

If it were my Deſign to expoſe, or caſt Reproaches 
upon the Councils of the later Ages, and particularly 
that of Trent, I could add ſeveral Queſtions more to 
that Purpoſe; but waving this, I only deſire a ſufficient 
Anſwer unro theſe four which I have here propos'd; 
which, until I can obtain, (as I believe I never ſhall) I 
muſt always think it my Duty no farther to conform 
my Belief to the Judgment, Opinion, Declaration, or 
Determination of any Church or Council whatſoever, than 
as 1t evidently appears to me, that. they are ſupported 
by the Authority of Chrift or his Apoſtles. Whatever 
is exprefly taught in holy Seripture, or by good Con- 
ſequence can be proy'd from thence, I freely own to 
have that Authority; and if the like Authority be pre- 
tended for any other thing whatſoever, it is their Buſi- 
neſs who pretend it, alſo to make good and ſolid Proof 
ore 5 | 

The utmoſt Knowledge of which in this Life we are 
capable, is very weak and imperfect ; we know in part 
and we propheſie in part, 1 Cor. xiii. 9. And we ſee 
through a Glaſs darkly, V. 12. Or in a Riddle, as the 
Margin has it Word for Word from the Original. Tf 
our Knowledge be ſo well grounded, and extends ſo 
far, as through God's Grace to ſapport and direct us in 
the Practice of our Duty to God, to our ſelves, and to 
all other Men, it is all that will be requir'd of us in or- 
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der to our eternal Salvation. And thus much Know- 
ledge, if any Man diligently ard impartially ſeeks af- 
ter, he need not doubt of the Aſſiſtance of God's Ho- 
Jy Spirit, provided he takes care to lay aſide all Paſſion, 
Prejudice, Luſt, and worldly Deſigns, and make uſe of 
the means which God has afforded us in this Enquiry. 
But if beyond this, he indulges his Curioſity in ſearch- 
ing into thoſe things which God has not thought fit 
to make known, or farther than he has made them 
known; and proudly impoſes his Opinions, and that 
only becauſe they are his, upon the Conſciences of o- 
ther Men: If any Man, I ſay, or Society of Men, 
Mall date to act aſter this manner, (which is plainly 
the Caſe, of the Pope, and the Council of Trent; ) what 
imaginable reaſon can there be, why he or they ſhould 
in ſuch Proceedings as theſe, expect to be infallibly aſ- 
fiſted or directed by the Holy Ghoſt, as they, without 
any juſt Ground, pretend to be. | by 

But here I defire that my Meaning may not be miſla- 
ken, or farther extended than I in the leaſt deſign it: 
For altho' the bare Judgment, Opinion, or Declaration 
of any Church whatſoever, is by no means ſufficient to 
determine my Aſſent to any particular Doctrine; and 
this, becauſe I am not convinc'd that any Church is 
Infallible: Yet I do not take it to be unlawfal, or in 
the leaſt improper, for any Settled or Eſtabliſh'd Church 
to make a publick Declaration of ſuch her Judgment 
or Opinion, whenever ſhe finds there is a Neceſſity for 
itz and allo to oblige all Perſons who are to be admit- 
ted into a Pait of her Minittry, to give their Aſſent to 
the lame. A Rs 
By Church Communion alone, a Man partakes of 
the ordinary Means which God has appointed in order 
to Salvation; (ſuch as Baptiſm, the Lord's Supper, 'and 
Joint Prayer and Worſhip with the Congregation;) from 
which means therefore no Man in Charity or Juſtice 
ought to be excluded, if he profeſſes his Aſſent to all 
thoſe things which make up the Covenant of Grace 
between God and Man in Jeſus Chriſt, and leads his 
Life in Conformity thereuntg... 8 

I ok But 


But-th 
ent, are 
vho exer 
People; 
he made 
t is neith 
Authorit. 
ſelves un 
peace or 
without 
allow'd t. 
And a1 
ot reckc 
wiſe, to 
Church! 
ole ; no 
between 
for the p 
Hons, or. 
Church a 
Charles t 
Nine Art 
I come 
wh ich is. 
What 
1s thereb 
„he © 
Ecclefiafl 
cauſe Go 
bedience 
awful A 
(Queſtion 
quire tha 
of the Ch. 
Huma 
may be « 
Practice: 
Law; 
Ecclefiaſt 
der the { 


N 1 I 
2 . 8 C {IST ol 
\ —- RT 1 TY ws 


r 

But the Offices of the Miniſtry and Church Govern» 
ment, are appointed as Means, not of Salvation to thoſe 
Ho- ſtyho exerciſe them, but of Edification to the reſt of the 
ſſion, People; for which Edification, if as good Proviſion 
aſe of be made as the Circumſtances of things will admit of, 
uiry. It is neither unjuſt nor uncharitable, for thoſe who are in 
arch- Huthority to preſcribe any Terms that are not in them- 
ht fit fikclves unlawful, and may any ways conduce. to the 
them Peace or other Benefit of the Church, as Conditions, 
that without a Compliance with which, no Man ſhall be 
of o- fkllow'd to exerciſe, or take any ſuch Office upon him. 
Men, And among theſe Terms, I ſee no reaſon why I may 
ainly ot reckon an expreſs Aſſent, by Subſcription or other- 
what wiſe, to be given to ſuch Theological Truths, as the 
10uld Church ſhall think neceſſary to ſer down for that Pur- 
y aſ- poſe; not as Articles of Faith, or Parts of the Covenant 
hout between God and Man, but as Articles of Peace; and 
or the preventing of unneceſſary Diſputations, Alterca- 
tions, or Queſtions, which may nouriſh Faction both in the 
Church and Common. wealth As it is expreſs'd in King 
Charles the Firſt's Declaration prefix'd to our Thirty 
Nine Articles. | | | | 
I come now to the fourth and laſt Queſtion propes'd ; 
which 1s, | 4 
What Authority has any Church to make Laws, fo 
1s thereby to lay an Obligation upon my Conſcence? 
The only reaſon why any Human Laws, whether 
Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, obliges the Conſcience, is be- 
cauſe God requires that we ſhould ſubmit and give O- 
bedience to all ſuch Laws as are made or enacted by 
awful Authority. The meaning then of this fourth 
es of Queſtion is none other but this, how, far does God re- 
order Equire that I ſhould ſubmit and give Obedience to any Laws 
and f the Church's mating? DS oe fray 
from | Human Laws (for of ſuch only I am now ſpeaking) 
ſtice may be divided into anwritten and written. When 
o all Practice alone, in proceſs of time, obtains the Force of 
Trace Ia Law; this I call an unwritten Law; of which ſort of 
s his ¶ Eccleſaſtical Laws, I have in effect already ſpoken, un- 
cer the ſecond Queſtion, where I have endeavour'd to 
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ſhew, of what Authority the Practice of the Churc 
is for the Regulation of my Practice; or in other terms] It is 
how far ſuth Practice becomes a Law to me. It re dow'd 
mains now, that I ſpeak concerning thoſe Laws of thqhe firſt 
Church, which at their firſt enacting, are conceiy'd bought 
in expreſs Terms, and either are, or may be commit rs. T 
ted to writing, which I call written Laws. _  Dfender 
In a Law there are two Parts; the Direction, which, Cor. 
ints out what is to be done, or not done; and the \methin 
 Sanfion, which threatens ſome Evil or Penalty to thaſom the 
Perſon who does not conform himſelf to the DireCtion,q the! 
of the Law. Wks ſapphira 
I rake it for granted, as 2 thing which needs noſhat of B 
here be prov'd; that all Eccleſſaſtical, as well as Civifgth whi 
Power, is one way or other deriv'd from God. IHand: E 
any Man or Society of Men, pretend to have a Pov end, or 
er, Which is no way deriv'd from God; to this prefiaye had 
rended Power I am not, 7» Conſcience, oblig'd to gin ian Chi 
any Obedience; whatever the Neceſſity of my. Cirffgr as thi 
cumſtances, may at any time, in Point of Prudenceſo hate 
compel me to: But upon a Suppoſition that ſuch Pow. by the 
er is deriv'd from God, it is on all hands allow'd to laghg carry t 
an Obligation upon the Conſciences of thoſe, who by hiſkme mar 
Providence are made ſubject to it. The Queſtion theÞBuſineſ.. 
at preſent to be diſcuſs d, will plainly amount to n. auding F 
more but this, how far any, and what Church, can de Panction 
rive a Power of making Laws from God; or more di and in w. 
ſtinctly, how far any Church has ſuch a Power: Firll] No. C 
of giving Direction, what is or is not to be done; anqraculous 1 
- Secondly, of enforcing her Directions by any, andyeither h 
what Senn? John xvi 
Where any Man, or Society of Men, lay claim to io any Pe 
Power as deriv'd from God, there are but two ways of;oaintt tl 
proving that it is fo. deriv'd; that is to ſay, Revelatioſor by de 
and Reafon - And fince amongſt us Chriſtians no Reveſthen, tha 
lation is pretended to, as a general Rule for the Action power to 
of all Men, but the holy Scripture; therefore I ſay[Laws, o 
that whatever Power of any fort there is or may birebuke tl 
in the Charch, muſt be examin d and made appear eiſform, che 
ther by Reaſn or Scripture, or both in Conjun 100. her Cami 
PE | | {farther ne 
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>hurc ( 31 ) 
r terms. It is on all hands allow'd, that our bleſſed Saviour 
It re,dow'd his Apoſtles with an extraordinary Power, at 
of thoſe firſt propagation of the Goſpel, beyond what he has 
NCElV hought fit to continue all along down to their Succeſ- 
ömmit rs. Thus St. Paul bad the Power of delivering an 
fender unto Satan, for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, 
1 Cor. v. y.) which is generally ſuppos'd to contain 
mething miraculous, and more than a bare Excluſion 
rom the Communion of the Church. Thus St. Peter 
ad the Power of pronouncing Sentence of Death upon 
ſapphira the Wife of Ananias, Acts v. g. and St. Pau 
hat of Blindneſs upon Elymas tbe Sorcerer, Cap. xilii. 11. 
oth which were immediately executed by an inviſible 
and: But how far this extraordinary Power did ex- 
a Pow end, or what Authority the Apoſtles themſelves might 
15. prephave had of making any, and what Laws for the Chri- 
to G5 tian Church, there is now no Neceſſity of debating ; 
J CitYor as they are long ſince withdrawn from this World, 
udenceſo whatever authentickly appears to have been deliver- 
h Powfkd by chem to the Church, is by all Chriſtians allow'd 
| to laſs carry the ſame Obligation with it, as if ir had in the 
by bilime manner been done by Chriſt himſelf. My preſent 
on the uſineſs then is only to enquire, what ordinary and 
t to nauding Power of making Laws (both as to Direction and 
can de Sanction) our bleſſed Saviour has left with his Church 
ore difind in whom the Exerciſe of this Power reſides. | | 
Firſtii No Church this Day upon Earth pretends, in a mi- 
e; anqraculous manner, to inflict Puniſhmen on Offenders x 
Yo AnFneither has Chriſt, (who/e Kingdom is unt of this World, 
Dohn xvii. 36.) given any Power to his Church, or 
im to fig any Perſon as an Officer of it, to uſe temporal Force 
ways cgagainſt them, either by ſeizing their Eſtates or Goods, 
velatioſor by depriving them of Life or Liberty. It remains 
Reveſthen, chat all the Penalty which any Church, as ſuch, has 
io power to inflict upon thoſe who break either her own |} 
I fa Laws, or thoſe of God, is to admoniſh, reproye and | 
may b rebuke them, and in cafe they do not amend and re- 
dear eiform, chen to exclude and cut them off entirely from 
tion. her Communion and Society. Whatever Penalties are 
farther neceſſary for the reftraining of Evil-doets,, mult 
MA ; BE 
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be laid upon them either by the Civil Magiſtrate,or by the 
immediate Hand of God himſelf, whoſe Judgmentseven 
in this World, may often follow thoſe who deſpiſe Eccle- 
ſiaſtical C:nſtres, altho' not in ſo viſible and remarkable 


a manner, as was often ſeen in the Primitive times of 


Chrittianity. © Let the Church then have never fo great 
a Power to give Rules of Direction, yet the utmoſt Sans 


Sen whereby ſhe can enforce theſe Rules, is that of 


- 


Extommunication. IS AE 
It is on all hands allow'd, (and therefore need not 
here be prov'd) that if a Man lives in the known and 
wilful Breach of any of God's Laws, and will not up- 
on due Admonition amend and reform his Life; the 
Church upon proper Information, may proceed to ex- 
communicate, or exclude him from her Communion. 


It follows then, that it is altogether unneceſſary for the 


Church, to re- enact what already has been enacted by 
God himſelf. It may indeed be very neceſſary for the 
Ehurch, by her Canons and Conſtitutions, to give notice, 
and publicly declare, what the Laws of God are; and alſo 
to fore · warn all her Members from the Breach of them; 
and where the Civil State is Chriſtian, and appoints 
Temporal Penalties to be inflicted on thoſe who incur 


and deſpiſe Ecclefraftical Cenſures; it is no leſs than a. 


Piece of Juſtice that all Men ſhould know, for what 
Offences and in whar Caſes theſe temporal Puniſhmeats 


are to be inflicted. Bur if we conſider the Church, as 


a Society merely Spiritual, and antecedent to all Privi- 
leges or Encouragements granted to her by the Civil 
Power; the Laws of God are as much the Laws of 
the Church, as if they had been expreſly and in Terms 
inſerted into her Canons and Conſtitutions; but with 
this Difference, That whereas Canons and Conſtituti- 
ons merely Eccleſiaſtical, (like all other Human Laws) 
may for good Reaſons, ſometimes be dilpens'd with, or 
even alrer'd by the fame Authority that made them: 
The Laws of God are not to be alter d, no nor even 
diſpens'd wich in any one inſtance, by any Authority, 
whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, that is upon the Face 
of the, Earth. l | | | 
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We 
It is a general Law of God, and ſufficiently made 
known unto us by the Voice of Reaſon, as well as that 
of holy Scripture, that whatever belongs to his Wor- 
ſhip or Service, ſhould always be done decently and in 
der, 1 Cor. xiv. 40. For God is not the Author of 
Confuſion, but of Peace, as in all Churches of the Saints, 
F. 33. Nor is it ſo much as pretended, that he has any 
where particularly ſet down or appointed the ſeveral 
Rules and Circumſancs which of Neceſſity muſt concur 
to make up this ſame Decency and Order, which is thus 
in the general preſcribe. Either then every particular 
Man is entirely left to his own Liberty, touching all 
the Circumſtances of every part of God's Worſhip and 
dervice, which unavoidably introduces Diſorder and 
Confuſion , or elſe there muſt ſome where be a Power 
in the Church, ſo far to ſettle and fix theſe Circum- 
ances, as at any time ſhall be found neceſſary for the 
Preſervation of Barer and Regularity. a e 
For Example, altho God has appointed the Lord's 
Day to be ſet apart for his Worſhip and Service, yet 
he has no where determin'd either at what Hour of the 
Day, or in what particular place each Chriſtian Con- 
pregation ſhall meet together, or in whar Method and 
Order, or in what particular Words and Expreſſions 
the whole | 
which, and many other things that relate to Church 
Affairs, if ſome Rules are not made, and when they are 
made, requir d to be obſerv'd; it is not to be imagin d 


Men will ever come to an agreement about them, and 
no Order, and therefore no Decency maintain'd or kept 


cency and Order in the Worſhip and Service of God muſt 
not be maintain'd, which is contrary to God's Honour 
well as to his Command, or elſe ſome Rules muſt be 
eſtabliſh'd for the maintaining of them: And fince theſe 
Rules are not made hy God himſelf, either they muſt be 


i 


"4 


made by the Church, or they cannot be made at all; and 
bno Obedience given to this 1 Cemmand of * = 
is P ; 4 * V e 


conſequently there will be no regularity, that is to ſay, 


up about theſe things among them. Either then De- 


blick Service ſhall be perform'd. In all 


that the different Fancies and Opinions of all private 


1 ferent”l; d of People or Cuſtoms, which in divers 
Wha and SG 


| w ſuch i 8 things as theſe, the common ſaying, 
9 
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divers p aces be very different; and in one part of the ſiaſtic 
Wold an Action may be look d upon as reſpectful andſ lation: 


comely, which in another Place or Age would bel Chure 
thought undecent, or perhapsridiculous. From whenceſ the V 
it follows, that theſe particular Rules and Circumſtan- with 1 


ces canvery hardly, if at all, be the ſame in all Ages, orf be 10 
* Parts of f the 2 7 5 Church; and therefore if in differ expret 

engt times or places we find that there has been, or Kill] impoſ: 
"is ſome Vaxiation in things of this Nature, we -oughtY gratef 


25 ee wonder at it, but aſcribe it altogether to the dif 


es haye perhaps inſenſibly prevail d; and 


inks; ought always to hold: gan are at Rome, or i, 


any ol ber Fart of thetYorld,. conform Your ſelf zo rhe Mary them, 
mers and atoms, of the Pla. for ſu 


It does not any Where appear, that God bas. in ex indiffe 


preſs Terms giyen the Power of making Laws or Rule appear 


about the Circumſtances of his W orſhip and Service, tg] But 


any certain and particular Perſons, ſince the departur theſe t 


of the Apoſiles out of this World. If therefore i and Pa 
would "Ne where this Power reſides, we have no othefÞ ſuch a 


See to lead us to it, but the general Tenor of holy Scripl It i 


ture, together with the Rules of Reafon and Prudence} Rules 
© , both as Men and Chriſtians, it is certaiſl t 
od requires. we ſhould always regulate our Actions 
where he has not thought fit to give us any ſpecial ane 
Particular Directions. 5 


It js beyond diſpure, . that where ever the Apoll F, 
| The the Goſpel, and planted a Chriſtian Church are for 
here they lines a ſtanding Succeſſion of BiſhopY Cuſtor 
Paſtors, . Presbyters, or whatever you will call thenff the D. 
; (257 I contend not about the Name) ro be alway gulate 
kept up; not only to teach and inſtruct the Peopl the gr, 


1 ' committed te their Care, but alſo to preſide amongY fibly c 
- them, and in fome meaſure to direct, rule, and goverf} Charg 


them in the Matters that related to the Church and Rd appoin 
ligion, altho” they were neither to have Dominion oui contra 


ein Faith, 2 Cor. i. 24. Nor to be abſolute Lord * | Seco 


ver God"s Heritage, I * V.. 
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the Duty of the Governors of 


| fibly can, to the People that are committed unto 


A. A} - = 
It is therefore undoubtedly the Duty of theſe Eecle- 
ſiaſtical Governors, at all times to conſider what Regu-— 
lations are moſt proper to be made in that part of the 
Church which is committed to their Care, 8 
the Worſhip and Service of God may be perſorm 
with the greateſt Decency and Order, and the Lord may 
be worſhipped in the Beauty of Holineſs, as the Pſalmiſt 
expreſſes it, P/al. xcvi. 9. And as they ought not to 
impoſe any thing that is uneaſy, burthenſome, ot un-: 
grateful upon their People, however other wiſe it may 
perhaps be lawful; ſo when they have made any Rules 
or Conſtitutions concerning thoſe Matters which are 
properly ſubject to the Eccleſiaſtical Power, it is cer 
tainly the Duty of the People committed to their 
Charge, rather to obey and conform themſelves unto 
them, than to hazard the Breach of the Church's Peace 
for ſuch things as are in their own Nature altogether 
ly alterable whenever there 
appears to be good reaſon for ſuch Alteration. 

But ſuppoſe there are different Opinions concerni 
theſe things; and theſe, it may be, maintain d with Heat 
and Paſſion by the ſeveral Parties; what is to be done in 
ſuch a Oaſt n this? e EN 

It is not poſſible to foreſee, or before - hand to adapt 
Rules unto all the particular Circumſtances, whereby 


this Caſe may at ſeveral times be diverſiſied; but th 


following Rules, I think, will go a great way in dire- 
cting the Conſciencies of all forts of Perſons about theſe 


_ Firſt, Conſidering that the Generality of Mankind 
are for the moſt part ſtrongly influenc'd by Education, 
Cuſtom, and pre-conceiv'd Opinions; it is certainly 
cvery Church, ſo to re- 
gulate all their Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, as to give 
the greateſt Satisfaction, and the leaſt Offence they poſ- 
cir 


Charge, always provided that nothing be ordain'd or 


appointed by any Human Authority that is any way 
Contra 4 12 8 16 5 


to a Divine. I 8 
onſtitutions are once 
5 made 


Secondly, When Eccleſiaſtical | 


Lees of God, is certainly not GO ive up "thoſe 
- \Barriers, Which the Civil Pays in his Provi- 
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25 made und recciv d, it is not orevery e that can juſti- 
ie the diſobeying of them. Let us ſuppoſe them to 
be eee e uneaſy; or diſreliſhing unto ſome Peo- 
ple, yet as long as they are no way unlawful, the Peace 
of the —— not to be broken, nor Schiſins or 
Diviſions kept up in it on account of ſuch; things as 
theſe: And iß in a Chriſtian State, the Civil 1 
has ratify q and confirm'd what the Eccleſiaſtical Autho- 
rity hac ordain d and appointed, the Obligation will lye 
ſo much the ſtronger upon the Conſcience of the Subject. 
„ Wiraly, If the altering or repealing of any Conſtituri 
on, merely Eccleſiaſtical or Human, will moſt likely give 
t Satisfaction to all, or almoſt all ſorts of People at 
home, and no Scandal or juſt Offence to the Neighbours 
Churches round about; ſuch Conſtitution ought ac- 
-  cordingly to be repeal'd or alter d: But if by ſuch Alte- 
ration or Repeal, {mall Satisfaction is likely to be given 
to ſome ſew of the People, and great Offence it may be to 
many others, or perhaps to the ogy Churches, 
whereby Schiſms or Diviſions wil de {ARS 
mither than taken away: In this caſe, it may be of dange- 
rous Conſequence to attempt any ſuch Repeal or Alte- 
- ration; and therefore I think in LOTION Prudence it 
ought to be. forborn, + .-- 
Furth, Where Gcrent e or schen cannot 
i brought to an Agreement, touching the Circumſtan- 
3 ge ben, they yet ought to treat one another with 
5 barity and mutual Forbearance; but an ns 
iGo = — cing once cftabliſh'd, and having no 
thing in her Ecclcfiaſtical Conſtitutions 5 to the 
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- dence, by any other wa es 6% plead to NO her 
8 this Occaſion, i ned r. as roperto 
| 1 175 how far the Civil e e pe inpes pere 
1 in Religious or Eccleſiaſtical Matters; but th 
=. {Gbd 1 ſhall be the Subject of another Diſcourſay 

* ik Yhat I have here Gar ata 5 with Men 


